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Mar TH. xxiiif9. 
And call no man father upon the earth. 


I T would, I think, be very muck 
do the intereſt of Chriſtianity, if the 
profeſſors of it would havea greater 
regard to the plain declarations of 
| "4 Goſpel ey - ge _— and 
Jl finiſber of our faith; the apoſtle 
Y = and 1 2 profeſſion, and 
leſs to human ſubtilties and the determination of fal- 
lible guides. For it appears, that a = deal of Miſ- 
chief has been done by authoritatively ſettling /chemes 
to clear real difficulties, and making canons to ſupply 

pretended defects. It would be indeed a moſt defir- 
able thing to have a ſcheme of truths incumbered with 
no difficulties, and a rule for worſhiping Societies to 
walk by attended with no inconvemencies. But 
whether either be attainable in this imperfect ſtatez 
I am not to determine. Only this I think a man 
may modeſtly ſay, that the end is not to be reach'd 
by either human learning or human policy. Inſtead 

of a perfect harmony in our confeſſions, arid exact 
uniformity in our worſhip, we muſt, I doubt, be 
content, (at leaſt till another diſpenſation commen- 
cesz) with that ſtate of things which e be in- 


(4) 


troduced, if Chriſtians were generally more modeſt 
in their opinions, and more charitable. in their cen: 
ſures : If they would take the liberty of judging for 
themſelves in the beſt manner they can, and Woe 2 
others the fame: If every man would enjoy the truth 3 
he thinks himſelf in poſſeſſion of without diſturb- 
ing the property of others, whilſt all profeſs to find 
their reſpective treaſure in the common Goſpel ; and 
not by violent explications or authoritative deciſions 
diſcharge (in a manner) one ſet of divine truths for 
the fake of another. The caſe among Chriſtians 
has been too long thus. 'This, faith one, is a plain 
truth, or a neceſſary rule, and therefore whatever 
ſeems to contradict it muſt be explain'd in con- 
formity to it. He that is in an oppoſite ſcheme, ſup- 
ports. it in the ſame method; and fo the Scripture is 
wrefted, inſtead of being obcy'd. And the natural 3 
tendency of this hopeful management is either per- 4 
ſecution or infidelity. Whereas we ſhould take every 2 
truth, which is plainly and profeſſedly declar'd inScrip- 1 
ture, as a matter of faith, and every Scripture canon 

as a rule to walk by: And if after all our ſearches 

there remains a difficulty in adjuſting the conſiſtency 

of things, we have no more to do, that I know of, 

but in the exerciſe of humility and charity to wait 

for further light; and inſtead of throwing up one 

point of revelation, becauſe we cannot yet diſcern, ; 
to our ſatisfaction, its conſiſtence with another, we = 
ſhould remember that we are learners, and that in 2 

a low claſs too, and that when Chriſt our great 5 
maſter ſhall come, He will teach us all things, * 
which we ſhall need or with to know, and ſet diffi- 
cult matters in ſuch a light, as I think we are di- 
refed to expect, if we take in the proper ſenſe of 
that text, 1 Cor. xiii. 11. hen I was a child, &c. 
Iheſe general hints will lead you into my preſent 
deſign; in proſecution of which I ſhall conſider the 


words of my text. 
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In the firſt verſe of this chapter we are informed, 
that our Lord directed his diſcourſe to the multitude, 
and to his diſciples ; and cach of them had a concern 
in the whole of it. If the multitude were to obſerve 
and do whatever the 1 and phariſees directed 
N nd to the Word of God by Moſes, tho' they 
themſelves did not live as they taught, but did all 
their works to be ſeen of men, v. 5. This was a 
ſufficient intimation to the diſciples that their con- 
duct was to be different, and that they ſhould 
practiſe what they preach'd, and not make their 
own honour the end of their miniſtry, bur the glory 
of God in the ſalvation of ſouls. And if the apoſtles 
were not to affect domination, or lord it over peo- 
ples faith; this plainly ſhews, that the people ought 
not to abet or incourage ſuch uſurpation. So that 
the ſenſe of this text is of general concern to mini- 
{ters and people too. Both will have their ſhare in 
the guilt and damage of not attending to it. In the 
guilt, I fay; for the people muſt fail in their duty, 
before the miniſter can accomplith his uſurpation. A A 
haughty phariſee cannot gain his point without a 
ſtupid following. And ' tis evident enough they mutt 
all ſhare in the damage, tho” the artful leader may 
have the greater fin, and ſo fall under the ſorer con- 
demnation. 1 

The method T propoſe in diſcourſing upon the 
words I have read is, N 


I. To conſider, what it is which Chriſt here for- 
| bids. 


II. Account for mens giving in to ſuch a prac- 
cer Poo prin 


III. Repreſent the evil of it. And 


IV. Make ſome ſhort application. NDOT e 
ha 


To To conſider what it is which Chriſt here for- 2 
1. Not the re ful acknowledgment of an 

earthly parent. 145 is evident from the ſcope of 

his diſcourſe; which is to direct men in their re- 
gard to ſuch, whioſe buſineſs it was to inſtruct them 

concerning the mind and will of God, and to regu- 

| Ante the conduct of fuch as were N to that 

office, truſt or imployment. Every thi 


1 | here delivers, is foreign to the ſubj 3 
of reverence due to natural . law which = 
1 was given in that matter he came to fulfil, and did 
1 it not only by his own example, Lzke ii. ft. but by 

| vindicating it from the corrupt gloſſes of the /oribes 
qi and phariſees in the 15th chapter of this Goſpel, 
þ who, as it is v. 6. made the commandment of God of 
155 none effect by their traditions. 
1 


| 2. Nor does he here forbid a humble ſubmiſſion to 
iÞ! the inſtruction of regular teachers. This would have 
| been to contradict what he had juſt before directed. 
1 Ihey fit in Moſes ſeat; therefore whatſoever they 
MM bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do, v. 2; 3. Be- 
ſides, it is evident to common reaſon, that if there 
Mt were any perſons obliged to tcach, there muſt have 
_ been an obligation upon others to hear; or in his 
bo own words, to obſerve and do. Therefore when He 
_ firſt ſent forth his twelve apoſtles, and bid them 

preach, and ſay, the kingdom of heaven is at hand, 

—_  Matth. x. 7. He adds, v. 14, 17. Whoſoever ſpall 
Aůͥůr receive you, nor hear your words, — it ſhall 
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah | 

in the day of judgment, than for that city. And when 

Ci he enlarged their commiſſion, and ſent them to 
l teach all nations, thoſe who were taught, were to 
bf obſerve, under the penalty of damnation, Marth: 
| xxviii. 18, 19. Mark xvi. 16. And that for this 
1 |  goodreafon, Late x. 16. Hs that heureth you, heareth | 
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(7) 
= wes and be that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he 
= 7hat deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. To 
' = which may be added, that the promiſe of his pre- 
* ſence with his miniſters ſhews what he ex 


b from the people. And as this preſence of his is en- 

1 ig d to the end of the world, it is evident enough, 
that neither the work of the miniſtry, nor the 255 
N 9 gation of men to regard it, was limited to the time | 
" = of the firſt diſpenſers of the Goſpel. For this pre- 
. ſence they had, not only till the ſubverſion of th 11 
T7 Yewiſh church, but long after it. And when they | 
b were all dead, (even St. John himſelf, who is ſaid to | 


3 M have lived after the deſtruction of Jeru/alem) other 
= faithful men, to whom the diſpenſation of the Goſpel 


Y woas committed, had viſible tokens of his preſence in 
Y che converſion of the Gentiles. To which let me add, 


; * that as the converſion of ſinners by the miniſtry of 
of * the word is a ſtanding proof of the miſſion of our 
Saviour, now miracles are ceaſed; it being effected 
by a divine power attending the ordinance: ſo it 
ſhews that Chriſt is {till fulfilling this promiſe, and 
will be doing ſo to the end of time. ee whence 
it clearly follows, that men are {till oblig'd to attend 
that diſpenſation, which Chriſt has engaged to ac- 
company with his bleſling. | 1 55 
Who thoſe teachers are, which I call regular, is not 
now to be conſidered. Let it ſuffice to ſay, that as 
every one has a right to attend upon ſuch a miniſtry 
as he believes qualify'd and finds uſeful, (tho' he 
differ from others in his notions about the manner 
of appointing men to the work) ſo when he does 
attend, he is to do it as an humble learner, in pro- 
ſpect of God's bleſſing, who gives the increaſe, who- 
ſoever plants and whoſoever waters, 1 Cor. iii. 6. 
and may, without offence, pay a very particular re- 
ſpect to thoſe whom God has made inſtruments of 
| their converſion, and even call 'em ſpiritual fathers. 
A title which the apoſtle Paul did not decline, 22 
0 


EV) 

do I know that any modeſty obliges other mini- 
ſters to do it, tho' never ſo much inferior to an 
inſpired apoſtle. e ee Fats. 
3. Nor does our Lord forbid a humble reverence 
for the judgment of ſuperiors 5; even tho' we can- 
not be convinced by their arguments. This na- 
ture it ſelf teaches, and revelation cannot forbid : 
If men are our ſuperiors merely in age, there is a de- 
ference due to their judgment, tho* we cannot help 
differing from them; but if they are clearly ſupe- 
rior in parts and acquiſitions by cloſe ſtudy, as well 
as long experience; if moreover they are men, who 
appear pious and devout, charitable and publick- 


| ſpirited, and deſirous to promote truth for the be- 


nefit of mankind, and eſpecially for the furtherance 
of their eternal ſalvation: and if to this be added 


the opinion of miniſters who examined their qua- 


lifications, and the call of a chriſtian ſociety: —1n 
any, I ſay, eſpecially in all of theſe caſes, we are 


to have a reſpect for the judgment of others, even 


when it does not abſolutely ſway with us: for if 


men are modeſt and humble, and know any thing 
of themſelves and the world about them, they will 
not indulge that pertneſs and ſelf-conceit, which I 


fear has ruin'd many a ſoul, as JI am ſure it has 


broken many a church. Men of a right temper 


will conſider the imperfection and frailty of human 


nature, as in themſelves, as well as in others; they 


will not rage and be confident, as tho' they were 
the only men, and wi/dom ſhould die with them: a 


ſenſe of their duty will indeed make them follow 
their own light; but a conſciouſneſs of their own 


liableneſs to miſtake will prevent their es o- 
thers with contempt, and eſpecially thoſe whom 
(if they have any modeſty) they muſt look 85 


as ſuperior to themſelves: On the contrary, finding 


ſuch men to differ from them will create a virtu- 


ous diffidence of their own judgment, ſo far as to 


make 


N 
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make them review their principles upon proper oc- 


caſions: ſearch further into the ſcriptures of truth, 
and pray to him for inſtruction, who giveth c 
dom liberally and upbraideth not, Ja. 1. 5. 

4. But that which I apprehend our Lord here 
cautions againſt is, an implicit ſubjection of our uu 
ler ſtandings to the dictates of others; this homage 
the phariſees and other teachers of the law certain- 
ly affected, and the pope were ſtupid enough to 
comply; they expected that the multitude ſhould 


reſign their underſtandings, and no more diſpute 


their explication of the law than the law it ſelf: 
This appears from their haughty anſwer to the of- 
ficers whom they had ſent to take Chriſt; F957 vii. 
4.9. Have any of the rulers, or of the phariſees believed 
in him? But this people, who know not the law 
are curſed, John vii. 49. and what they haughrily 
expected, the ſtupid people generally compliment- 
ed them with; they blindly followed them, tho” 
into the ditch. The works of Chriſt, which were 
{uch as no man ever did, and his words, like which 


no man ever ſpake, did indeed make ſome impreſ- 


ſion upon this enſlav'd bigotted race; but their 
goodneſs proved like that of their fathers, as the 
morning cloud, and as the early dew, Hol. iv. 6. Tho' 
they had accompany'd our Lord into the city with 
loud hoſannaks, and other tokens of reſpect ; yet 
immediately when their artful guides exerted them- 
ſelves, the poor herd (for ſarely they were more ſtu- 
pid ihan any man, and had not the underſtanding of a 
man) changed their ho/anna into crucify, and pre- 
ferr'd a vile murtherer before im, who had healed 
multitudes and fed thouſands; and to carry the 
matter as far as poſſible, tis ſaid, Mat. xxvii. 2. 
All the people anſwered, his blood be on us and our 

children. 5 
Againſt ſuch a ſpirit as was in theſe rulers and 
their followers, our Lord charges his diſciples and 
| the 


610) 


the multitude: that thoſe who were to be miniſters 
ſhould not affect dominion over mens faith and 


conſciences, and that other believers ſhould not en- 
courage it: he would have none of his followers 
ſet up for a Lord over his heritage, or abet ſuch as 
ſhould affect it. Be not ye called Rabbi, v. 8. neither 
be ye called maſters, v. 10. and call no man your fa- 
ther upon the earth. 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that our Lord merely 
cautioned his diſciples againſt that childiſh vanity of 
expecting uppermoſt rooms, v.6. and chief ſeats, but 
had his eye principally to that which alone could 
ſupport their pretences to ſuch marks of diſtin- 
ction, viz. aſſuming authority over mens conſcien- 
ces. There is, certainly, no harm in having, tho” 
there be in affecting an uppermoſt room, or a chief 
ſcat, or a reſpectful ſalutation: but as theſe things 
had their foundation in, and gave ſupport to ſpi- 
ritual tyranny, therein lay the great evil of them. 
Let but wack ho have no dominion over conſcience, 
and there is no great danger (as the world goes) of 
their being too much reſpected ; but if they have 


it, there is ſcarce a poſſibility of reverencing them 


with moderation. This 1s therefore what our Sa- 
viour ſeems ultimately to aim at; and this appears 


from the reaſon he adds to his command, One is your 
maſter, even Chriſt, and one is your Father which is 


in heaven. They who underſtand the original lan- 
guages, and the cuſtoms of the Jews, know that 
the words Rabbi, Father, and Maſter, refer to au- 


thoritative inſtruction; and that the doctors among 


them not only had a right to fit in Moſes ſeat, but 
with the title of doctor claim'd an authority of 


teaching what they pleaſed, and expected to be be- 


lieved. vid. Grot. in loc.“ Whereas, faith that au- 
« thor, the diſciples of Chriſt ought to teach the 
<« people not what they thought neceſſary to be 
& obſeryed, but only what Chriſt himſelf had pro- 
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&« nounced ſo.” Thus the force of our Saviour's 
argument ſeems plain. . d. Do not you pretend to 
make laws for the people, for by your office you 
are miniſters of God, and muſt keep to your com- 
miſſion, which is to declare his will, and not ex- 
pect obedience to your own. Thus he faith, Mat. 
XXV11L. 20. teaching men to obſerve peat hoon I have 
commanded you : not what you fancy, but what I 
have commanded. In ſhort, one {ct of miniſters 
have no right to make laws, (which comprehends 
both faith and order) for others; nor all the mi- 
niſters upon earth for the community of Chriſtians, 
or thoſe whom they pleaſe to call the _y 3 for 
Chriſt is the only maſter of his Church, and if any 
man, or ſet of men, pretend to demand our aſſent 
to any thing as Goſpel, or neceſſary to be believed, 
which Chriſt has not made ſo, we are to withſtand 
them vehemently, and at once aſſert our own li- 
berty, and our Lord's authority. 


II. To account for people's giving into ſuch a 
practice, 9c. 
W hence it is that teachers are inclin'd to uſurp 
a power over mens conſciences, may eaſily be ac- 
counted for : ſuppoſing them to be deſtitute of 
real religion, which is a very common caſe; com- 
mon I ſay, for many will cry in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have ave not prophefied in thy name, and in thy 
name have caſt out devils ? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works ? and then will I profeſs un- 
to them, I never knew you, depart from me ye that 
work iniquity, Mart. vii. 22, 23. Nothing but the 
true fear of God will reſtrain them from making 
the moſt of their ſpiritual calling, in a way of ſub- 
ſerviency to their temporal intereſt ; and it's no 
wonder if men, whole heart is upon the world, 
and their portion in it, proſtitute their character to 
gratify their luſts, eſpecially their covetouſneſs and 
2 pride; 


pride; and they are wiſe enough to know, that the 
greater ſway they have over the conſciences of the 
people, and the more they can perſuade them to 
make heir determinations the ſtandard of their 
faith, the more eaſily they ſhall fleece and domi- 
neer over them. e I 
But how it comes to paſs that the people are fo © 
eaſily caught in this ſnare, deſerves more particu 
larly to be enquired into, and more diſtinctly re- 
preſented. 5 ry; 
I. It's owing to their ignorance; they err, not 
knowing the Scriptures. The church of Rome is ſo 
ſenſible of this, that the laity are forbid to converſe 
with that book, which is the only rule to direct 
them in their faith and duty: their guides wiſely 
conſidering, that if the common people were per- 
mitted freely to read the Bible, heir craft would be 
in danger, (which is the main thing they mean, 
when they cry the danger of the church) for then 
it would appear to every man of common under- 
ſtanding, that the prieſts have no commiſſion to 
preach for doctrines any thing but what Chriſt has 
commanded: Upon this account, by a very pro- 
fitable equivocation, they call ignorance the mother 
of devotion, for ſo it is of devotion towards the 
prieſts, tho' far enough from being ſo towards 
God. If men knew that the Holy Scriptures are ſuf- 
ficient to make them wiſe unto ſalvation, and that no 
human authority can make any thing neceſſary to 
be believed and practiſed which God has not de- 
termined in his word, nor diſpenſe with one jot or 
tittle of what he has; and that God has no where 
given an intimation of his having lodged a diſcre- 
tionary power in the hands of fallible uninſpired 
men, and inveſted them with authority judiciouſſy 
and deciſively to interpret his laws— if, I ſay, men 
knew this, would it be poſſible, that they ſhould 
call any man father in the ſenſe of my text . 
| mice 
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ſince this is too common among ſome who are not 


groſly ignorant, I muſt add as another cauſe, 


2. A ſtupid thoughtleſs diſpoſition in matters of 
Religion. Many have learn'd from their childhood 
the perfection and ſufficiency of the Scriptures, and 
connot properly be ſaid to be ignorant of it, and 
yet reſign their underſtandings to the uſurpations 
of men. And the root of it is, they have not re- 
ligion at their heart, and do not admit a due con- 
cern for their eternal intereſts. They are practically, 
and ſo really, Atheiſts, Infidels or Idolaters, (which 
is another name for worldlings) under the external 
badge and profeſſion of Chriſtianity. And tho' 
perhaps ſometimes they may be like Felix, under 
ſome degree of convictions, they are not at leiſure 
to take a proper care of their own ſalvation. And 
hence it comes to paſs, that they are eaſily perſuad- 
ed to leave that affair to the prieſt, and may with- 
out difficulty be made believe, that being good 
church-men, that is, conforming to the outward 
rites of the communion to which they belong, is 
not only all chat is required of them in matters of 


faith and worſhip, but may moreover atone for their 


want of common morality. Like thoſe of old, The 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, and tith- 
ed mint and rue and all manner of herbs, but paſſed 
over judgment and the love of God, Luke xi. 42. 
Men who are ſtupidly thoughtleſs about real reli- 


gion, the power of godlineſs, and making their 


calling and election ſure, may be eaſily led as they 
leaſe who happen to have the conduct of them: 
hat is, if they have not caſt off all fear of divine 


vengeance, and are not arrived to that degree of 
impiety as to make light of the damnation of hell. 
For when it comes to this, either their conduct will 


be different, or there mult be a different way of ac- 


counting for it. But this caſe is not now before 
us. | = LEN 
3. Another 


(14) 


# Another occaſion of ſuch management is idle- 
neſs 


„or an averſion to that laborious inquiry which 


is neceſſary in ſearching for truth. This is the caſe, 
I believe, of ſome people who, otherwiſe, may 
mean well. A man who reads his Bible, muſt ar- 
tend, conſider and apply both to God and man for 
inſtruction, if he would know what is the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of his Maker. He that 
would find wiſdom muſt /eek her as filver, and ſearch 
for ber as for hid treaſures, Prov. 1i. 14. But how 
few are thus diſpoſed? therefore they give into ea- 
fier methods; i. e. they leave it to others to judge 


for them, which is undoubtedly leſs painful than 


judging for ones ſelf. They pretend difficulties, 
and danger of wreſting the Scripture to their de- 


ſtruction, when the bottom is indolence and ſloth. 


As the ſluggard pretends to fear the lion in the way, 


when the truth is he loves his eaſe. They affect a 


vaſt reverence for their ſpiritual ſuperiors, or the 
ſanctions of lawful authority, when the main thing 
they really dread is taking pains. Such people had 
rather call a man father or maſter, than be at the 
pains to examine his commiſſion, or conteſt his ju- 
riſdiction. They are ſomething like //achar, who 
Jaw that reſt was good, and ſo bowed his ſhoulder to 
bear, Gen. xlix. 27. This love of caſe makes them 
very wiſely (to uſe the Apoſtle's ironical expreſſion, 
2 Cor. x1. 19, 20.) to ſuffer if a man bring them into 


bondage, if a man devour them, if he take of them, if 


he exalt himſelf and [mite them on the face. Refer- 
ring I ſuppoſe to their falſe Apoſtle, who did not, 
like their true ſpiritual Father, renounce all preten- 
ſions to dominion over their faith, 2 Cor. i. 24. 
4. In ſome people of a much better character the 
reaſon of this mean ſubmiſſion may be, an exceſſive 
diſtruſt of their own judgment, and too great a reverence 
for the per/ons of men. Theſe two, I think, are pro- 
perly mentioncd together, becauſe they are _— 
| under, 
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aſunder. It's as poſſible, if not ſo common, for 
men to underyalue their own capacities, as to over- 
rate them; and to give ſuch a preference to men of 
reputation, as is not required in that text, Rom. x11. 
12. In honour preferring one another, nor can be war- 
ranted by any other in the word of God. I have 


guarded this matter already, and ſo I hope ſhall not 


be look'd upon as an advocate for ſelf-conceit, but 


ſure I may ſay, there is a vicious modeſty, which ſome . 


(tho' perhaps few) have a great deal of reaſon to 
unlearn. No humility can oblige a man to reſign 
his underſtanding to a fallible mortal, eſpecially when 


the conſequence of doing it mult be giving up that 
which ought to be of all things moſt dear to us, the 


authority of our Lord jeſus. Yet it is not ever 
man who has that nobility or greatneſs of mind, for 


which the Bereans have an honourable mention in 


the ſacred hiſtorian, who ſearched the Scriptures dai- 


ly, to ice if Paul or Silas did not impoſe upon them, 


Acts xvi. 11. And for want of ſuch a generous 
temper, ſome people of good, yea great, abilities are 
almoſt as eaſily led captive, as the filly women men- 
tioned by St. Paul, 2 Tim. iii. 6. And perhaps call 
them fathers, who in compariſon even with them- 
{elves are children. 
5. Another ſource of this evil (and perhaps the 
moſt conſiderable of all) is worldly intereſt, or that 
love of the world which the Apoſtle repreſents as in- 
conſiſtent with the love of God, 1 John ii. 14, 15. 


Sometimes mens whole ſubſiſtence depends upon 
their attachment to a party, and they are under the 


unhappy neceſſity of giving up their judgment or 
their Hvelihood, This 18 — a very e 
able caſe, but it too often happens. Men mult Le- 
lieve or they muſt not eat. And they who feed their 
bodies uſurp a right to cram their minds. So that 
he muſt have a very great ſenſe of the worth of li- 
berty and his obligation to aſſert it that can reſiſt 

: | temptation 
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8 
temptation and truſt providence: and thoſe brave 
men that dare do it deſerve to be had in everlaſting 


remembrance. And in this aſſembly it is very proper 


to mention with honour thoſe confeſſors, who 63 


years ago choſe to ſtarve (for that was the real caſe) 
rather than ſubſcribe. 


Sometimes men comply with the impoſitions of 


fallible men, to avoid the frowns of a government, 


or the reproach of a multitude. It's no wonder, if 
fines, impriſonment and baniſhment have great 
weight with fleſh and blood, and turn the whole 
ſcale on the wrong ſide. We are not to think it 
ſtrange if men wink hard, and blindly follow uſurp- 
ing guides, when the cry of thoſe in power is, L ho- 
ſoever will not do the Iaw of God and the law of the 
king, let judgment be executed upon him ſpeedily, whe- 
ther it be to death or to baniſhment, or to confiſcation 
of goods, or impriſonment, Exra vu. 26. Few men 
have chriſtian bravery enough to follow their judg- 
ment when it leads em to a priſon, a gallows, or a 
ſtake : Thoſe who have, may well challenge that cha- 
racter of more excellent than their neighbours. Nor 
as things go, when being out of the faſhion 1s re- 
preſented as being out of the world, are we to won- 
der if with a great many cuſtom ſways more than 
judgment. And ſometimes ridicule is a more effec- 
tual engine of perſecution than whol/ome ſeverities. 
To be the jeſt of witlings, and the ſong of the drunk- 
ard is what many cannot ſubmit to upon any conſi- 
deration. And ſome men who would not be Hector- 
ed out of their profeſſion, will ſubmit to be bantered 

out of it. 5 
And in ſome caſes men reſign their own under- 
ſtandings that they may manage others. As it is in 
a tyrannical arbitrary government, the nobles are 
content to be ſlaves to their prince, that the people 
may be ſo to them. Thus it is in the Hnagogue of 
Satan; there is a gradation of tyranny, uſurpers 
ſubmit 
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ſubmit to thoſe above them, that they may with 
the better grace trample upon thoſe below them; 
and partly with a view of lording it in their turn 
in a more exalted ſtation. Whereas our Lord would 
not have his miniſters lord it over his common he- 
ritage, nor affect ſupremacy over one another. That 
this inſtruction is no more regarded, is owing to the 
things that are in the world, the luſts of the fleſh, 
the luſts of the eye, and the pride of life; which are 
not of the Father, but of the world, 1 John ii. 14, 
157. And if it would ſet the matter in a ſtronger 


light, I would obſerve, that the ſame perſon is the 


god of this world and the father of lies, and often 
prevails over oy mortals with thoſe arguments 
which he uſed in vain when he tempted the Son of 


God. All theſe things will I give thee, &c. See 


Matth. 4. 


6. The laſt thing I ſhall take notice of is the 
craft of ſeducers. This, in concurrence with the 
other things I have mentioned, will account for the 


conduct J have endeavour'd to expoſe. Pions frauds 


are no new thing. And the later improvements, 
which have been made ſince the primitive times, 


are really prodigious. I cannot enter into the de- 


tail of the ſleights of men, and cunning craftineſs 
wherewith they lie in wait to deceive, Eph. iv. 14. 
Only remark in general, that ſophiſtical arguments 
have done the buſineſs with men of ſome under- 
ſtanding, and falſe miracles or Hing wonders with 
the credulous multitude. By theſe means the pre- 


_ tended ſucceſſors of the humble Jeſus have inſlaved 


ſo great a part of Chriſtendom. 


III. To repreſent the evil of reſigning our un- 
derſtanding and conſcience to the dictates of fallible 
men; or calling earthly men father. —Here, 

r. *Tis a reproach to the faculties which God 
has given us, and the powers he has bleſt us with. 


God 


618) 
God has given us reaſon to direct our ſentiments, 
and govern our conduct. The ſpirit of man is the 
candle of the Lord, Prov. xx. 27. and is to be uſed 
to the purpoſes for which it was given, This lamp 
they, who implicitly refign their judgment to o- 
thers, A put under à buſbel, and voluntarily 
degrade themſelves into a lower rank of beings, in a 
ſenſe mingling with the beaſts that periſh : reſer- 


ving no other uſe of their reaſon, than to anſwer 


thoſe ends which the brutes do without it, viz. to 
| know their owner and their: maſter's crib. I may 
apply to this ſtupid paſſive race of men, as the pro- 
phet did to the deluded bigotted idolaters of old, 
Kemember this and \ſhew your ſelves men, Iſa. xlvi. 28. 
The faculties of the ſoul, like the organs of the 
body, are given for uſe; and not to imploy em ac- 
cording to his deſign who gave 'em, is a reproach 
to the donor. Fog depth” 1 | Mea. 
But beſide our rational powers, as men, God has 


gre teerens his Holy Spirit. In their converſion 


he opened their eyes. and turned them from darkneſs 
zo light, Acts xxvi. 18. And was it, do we think. 
with, this view, that aſſoon as they had met with a 
pretender to infallibility, they ſhould ſhut their eyes 
for ever, and reſign themſelves blindfold to the con- 
duct of the church, which is, in all ſuch hierarchies, 
rhe more ſubtle and managing among the prieſts? 


He that can believe this, is ripe for 7ran/ubſtantia® 


= 


rected to ſwallow. Le 

Moreover the Spirit of truth dwells in every true 
Chriſtian, Rom. viii. which chapter muſt be noto- 
riouſly wreſted to exclude common believers, and 
confine the matters ſpoken of to the age of miracles, 


tion, and may believe any thing elſe he ſhall be di- 


or the governors of the church. Now. if all the 


ſons of God are led by the Spirit of God, v. 14. is 
this conſiſtent with the ,notion of implicit faith? is 
the work of that Holy Spirit which God has pro- 


miſed 
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JJC 
miſed to them that ast, only to incline us to believe 
and do according as men ſhall direct us? and ſuch 
men too, as perhaps for the generality are Hul. 


not having the Spirit; or, if they be never ſo good, 
are really as fallible as our ſelves. If this mention 
of the work of God's Spirit be call'd Enthuſſaſin, I 
hope thoſe, who are o_ to throw that ſtone at 
ſuch as they pleaſe to call Fanatics, will firſt con- 
ſider that preſcribed form of words which makes 
part of the publick ſervice for three days ſucceſſively 
every year, © God who as at this time * 
„ didſt teach the hearts of thy faithful c, 
6 people, by the ſending to them the . 
6e light of thy Holy Spirit, grant us by the ſame 


« Spirit to have a right judgment in all things.” 


If there be ſound ſenſe in this expreſſion, as I am 
far from denying, there mult be force in this part 
of the argument. Surely where God has given men 
reaſon and his Spirit too, we have ſomething elſe to 
do with his talents, than to wrap them in a napłin, 


and be led by others at their pleaſure : Or elſe 1 


know not how we ſhall come off in our account. 

2. It is an andue exalting, and in ſome ſenſe an 
idolatrous humouring of men. We are indeed to honour 
all men; there is a reſpect due to human nature as 
ſuch, and a preference to ſome particular men, upon 


account of the diſtinction which providence has 


made between them and the common multitude. It 
is therefore fit we ſhould give honour where honour 
is due, Rom. xin. 7. Upon this account people of 
F 87 85 and wealth are to be treated with 
reſpect: So are men of great talents and abilities, 
eſpecially if regularly called to, and faithful in im- 


portant truſts; thoſe whom God in his wiſe pro- 


vidence uſes as inſtruments in the ſervice of mankind 
ſhould be own'd and honour'd ; and eſpecially fuch 
as miniſter in holy things. But this may be and 
often 1s carried to a 8 excels. And ſurely this 
; 2 | 15 


(20) 


is one inſtance of ſuch exceſs, when men make 
their dictates, deciſions, or determinations the rule 
of faith, or give them dominion over conſcience. 
This is in effet to put them in God's flead. For he 
only is Lord of conſcience, his mind is the ſtandard 
of truth, and his will of duty. To this he only 
has a right; and for it he only is qualify'd. His 
right is not only indiſputable, but inalienable: It 


is indefeaſible, nor can a power to exerciſe it be de- 


legated to any creature, becauſe that would require 


infinite perfections, which cannot be communicated 
(as far as I ſee) to any finite being. As far, there- 
fore, as we exalt man above his ſtation or ſphere, 
ſo far we intrench upon the prerogative of God, 
and give his honour to another; which his jealouſy 
will not endure. This attribution, Prank aaa of 
infallibility (without which no man, or number of 
men, can pretend with any decency to have do- 
minion over faith, or lord it over conſcience,) none 
chat duly fear God can claim, abet, or admit. Even 
the apoſtles themſelves inſiſted upon it, that they 
ſhould be accounted of as the — a of Chriſt, aud 
ſtewards of the myſteries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 1. and 
this was urg'd by St. Paul with this view, that they 
might #07 think of men above what is written, v.6. 
See alſo chap. iii. 7, 6, 7. The inſpired preachers 
of the Goſpel delivered nothing as to doctrine, or 
worſhip, or diſcipline, but what they received. 
They were meſſengers, (as the word apoſtles ſignifies) 
not legiſlators, ſent to declare God's will, not 
impoſe their own; they had no power to add or 
diminiſh in the Goſpel they were appointed to preach. 
Thus St. Paul faith, Gal. ii. 8. Tho” we, or an an- 
gel from heaven preach any other Goſpel, let bim be 
accurſed. With what face then can others pretend 
to it? If it be ſaid, no man pretends to make an- 
. other Goſpel; I only anſwer, he that takes upon 
him authoritatively to determine the ſenſe of Scrip- 
: ture, 
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ture, or to require the ſubjects of Chriſt to admit of 
any thing as neceſſary to the management of his 
kingdom, which he has not injoin'd, is to all intents 


a law-maker, and aſſumes beyond what St. Paul 


durſt, or any of his inſpired brethren. And if un- 


inſpired teachers uſurp ſuch power without a com- 


miſſion to produce, we cannot abet (as we mult 
if we allow) their being in this ſenſe call'd father, 
without derogating from God]; as it follows in 
this verſe, for one is your Father which is in heaven - 
Nor without diſhonouring his Son (whom he will 
have all men honour as they do the Father) for one is 
our maſter, even Chriſt. 

3. It has a tendency to introduce thoſe very miſ- 
chiefs into the church, which its advocates would 


make us believe the {cheme 1s calculated to 133 


1 tyranny (which is the natural conſequence 
of calling men father, c.) is an enemy to faith and 
order, and even that very peace which it pretends 


ſo very much to ſerve. 


1. Tis an enemy to faith; that is, to the doc- 


trine of Chriſt; even thoſe important truths which 


we are to receive, hold faſt, and contend earneſtl 
for. If we have our creed from men, and not from 


the Scriptures only, we arc at their mercy as to our 


orthodoxy. If we mult ſwallow their preſcriptions, 
without being at liberty to examine the compoſi- 
tion, we cannot be ſure of fair dealing. For even 
in the apoſtles times there were any who did 
corrupt the Word of God, 2 Cor. 11. 17. and did not 
give the ſincere milk of the Mord, but made it a 
poiſonous mixture. And if men happen to be ho- 
neſt, yet they are fallible, and in giving us either 


mill or ſirong meat may make very great and ha- 


zardous miſtakes: not having now an infallible Spi- 


Tit to guide em into all truth. And this is not 


only merely poſſible, but what we may reaſonably 
expect: Witneſs the papacy, in which this inter- 
dicted, 


(22) 

dicted, unhallowed practice (as Mr. How ſomewhere 
ſpeaks) of claiming and allowing fpiritual fatherhood 
is arrived at full maturity. Where there is a pre- 
tended infallible judge, and men have their creeds 
made for them; what wood, hay and ſtubble have 
they built upon the glorious foundation of Chriſtia- 
nity ? nay, what a poiſonous compoſition have they 
made of the Goſpel? 'They have not only adulte- 
rated 1t with foreign mixtures, but with venomous 
ingredients, particularly idolatry. Idolatry, I fay, 
for ſuch their bread-worthip muſt be called, till 
they have extirpated common ſenſe, as well as {lur'd 
fair reaſoning, and made a jeſt of conſulting plain 
revelation. For there is no argument from reaſon, 
which they have yet us'd in detence of their crea- 
ture-worſhip, which might not ſerve the cauſe of the 
philoſophical, if not vulgar idolaters among the hea- 
thens. Other inſtances I ſhall not mention. But 
there are more hierarchies beſides the papal, where, 
tho' they do not call themſelves infallible, as the 
papiſts do, (and ſo are leſs conſiſtent than they) yet 
they act as if they were; and among whom cvery 
thing that is to be ſubſcribed, as an article of faith, 
is far enough from being Goſpel. And it is ow- 
ing to the kind providence of God over his church, 
that wherever ſpiritual tyranny has taken place, the 
eſſentials of Chriſtianity are not violated. The prin- 
ciples of impoſition lead to it, and the ignorance 
and luſts of men would introduce it, if a divine 
ſuperintendency did not prevent. But if the Scrip- 
ture be allow'd as the only rule, and every man is 
to take his religion from thence, tho' there can be 
no abſolute ſecurity againſt what we call unfound —* 
opinions, this is certainly the moſt probable me- 
thod for preventing their increaſe: And that for 
this plain reaſon, that, there being no intereſt in the |: 
caſe, men would be. open to conviction, and be 
under no temptation rather to wreſt the * 
. than 


ha 


account, that fuch people may be faid, 


645 


than follow it. Whereas zcal for eſtabliſhments, 
(and ſeparate parties too) being connected with tem- 


poral intereſt, has puzzled the plaineſt matters in 
religion, beyond what could ever probably have hap- 
ned, if {omething foreign to the Golpel had not 


been at bottom. The Scriptures are able to make 
men Wiſe unto ſalvation, without human deciſions: 


And any man of common underſtanding may, with 
proper care and ordinary helps, know as much of 
religious matters as is ncedful for him, by God's 
bleſling on his reading the Bible; without commit- 
ting himſelf to the conduct of any pretender to au- 
thoritative explications. Whereas ſpiritual tyranny 
has occaſioned, it may be, more hereſies than ever 
it ſuppreſs'd, or introduced ſomething worſe in 
their room. = 

But, beſides, reſigning our underſtanding to the 
conduct of others is an enemy to faith, upon this 
properly, 
to have no faith at all. They believe as the church 
believes, and ſo your faith fiands in the wiſdom of 
men, and not in the power of God, 1 Cor. ii. 5. 
They receive the word as the word of man, not as 
the word of God, 2 Theil. ii. 13. Now, if peo- 
ple believe becauſe they are bid, rather than becauſe 
they are convinced; let every man judge, whether 
what they call faith deſerves that name: and what 
that orthodoxy is worth, which people are led into 
by having mens perſons in admiration. Tho' the 
things pretended to be believed may be divine 
truths, the faith is but a human faith, not having 
its foundation in full conviction upon proper ev1- 


dence of a divine revelation. I can call nothing 


elſe true faith; and the interpoſition of human au- 
thority ſeems to hinder it rather than promote it. 

2. It is an enemy to the order and government 
of chriſtian churches. The eflentials of church- 
government I take to be in the miniſter's declar- 
| ing 
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ing Chriſt's will, and the peoples ſubmitting to that 
will ſo declared, as far as they are convinc'd, in 
erder to the edification of the body, &c. Chriſt 
has ordained a miniſtry which is to continue to the 
end of time, and has promiſed his preſence with it. 
Their buſineſs is to teach the people to obſerve 
whatſoever he has commanded them; and Chriſti- 


ans are to hearken unto them in the regular diſ— 


charge of their duty. Miniſters are to inſtruct and 
exhort, caution, rebuke, c. the people are to 
give their conſciences full ſcope to act; and if they 


witneſs to the miniſter that he ſpeaks the mind 
of Chriſt, they are to confirm and comply with 


the declaration made, leſt they be found guilty 
of deſpiſing Chriſt in deſpiſing his miniſters. Far- 
ther church- power I know not. And to this, 1 
am ſure, ſpiritual tyranny cannot be friendly; any 
more than arbitrary deſpotic power to a free govern- 
ment : And that tor this plain reaſon, that 'tis ut- 


terly inconſiſtent with it. When men preſcribe 


what Chriſt has not commanded, or pretend to an 
authority he has not given, they erect, really, ano- 
ther kingdom, and ſo are far from ſecuring the 
government he has inſtituted. © 

- 3. It is an enemy to peace; even that harmony 
or unity, for which it is a pretence. I do not take 
peace to conſiſt in uniformity of ſentiments and 
profeſſion. If it could be obtained, that men had 
no difference in their opinions, and were really of 
one mind, I confeſs it would contribute exceedingly 


to the church's peace, and perhaps it may be ſo one 


day on carth ; however, it will in heaven. Bur I 
do not apprehend this to be the peace which Chriſt 
bequeath'd to his church; for then his teſtament 
could not be executed. But peace is a branch of 
that charity or brotherly love, whereby men, who 
cannot think exactly alike, are diſpoſed to differ 
without quarrelling, and debate without n 
Bell — 
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18. Now this peace is the fruit of the Spirit, and 
not to be obtained by the carnal methods of uſur- 
pation. *Tis certain, that implicit faith may be 
without charity, and I think, 1s an enemy to it; 
as men of this caſt are generally fill'd with a bitter 
zeal againſt thoſe who do not give into thoſe ſen- 
timents which they have blindly eſpouſed : And this 
wrath on one ſide, produceth the like on the other 


and ſo thoſe flames are blown and kept alive, which 
burn up chriſtian charity, that Bond of perfection. 


Or, if you ſuppoſe matters brought to ſuch a pals, 


that there ſhall be no diſſenter; if this be produced 
by human arts and uſurped authority, it is not 


Chriſt's peace, but ſuch as the world gives. Where 
men bear down all oppoſition, and train people u; 
in ignorance and blindneſs, and call it devotion, tis 
no chriſtian peace; for that is the unforced effect 
of reaſon, directed by religion: It is rather like 


the peace which Hrants give a country they have 


ruined. Solitudinem faciunt, & pacem dicunt. After 


the manner of a late monarch, who would have gi- 


ven peace to Europe, by ng it in chains. There 


can be nothing of true chriſtian peace which is 


rational, manly, and praiſe-worthy, where implicit 
83 and its correlate ſpiritual tyranny are preva- 
ent. 


4. The laſt argument I ſhall offer, is that it does 


great diſſervice to practical religion, or true godli- 


neſs ; and that ſeveral ways. 
1. It tends to abate peoples value for the Scrip- 


| Fures. When they imagine an authority lodg'd in 
living guides, they may be ſoon brought to think 
and {peak contemptibly of the written Word as a 


dead letter, (a phraſe which our modern Enthuſiaſts 
borrowed from a certain ſynagogue, which is juftly 
charg'd with fanaticiſm as well as idolatry) and 


come to be much in the condition of thoſe people, 
D EI Matth. 


and even diſpute without wrath, ſee Fam. iii. 16,— 
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perhaps paſs from one religion to another, till they 
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Matth. xv. who were taught to pay a greater re- 
gard to the traditions of men than the commandments 
of God. To this the doctrine of implicit faith di- 
NEST Jeans: | 

2. It tends to ſpiritual oh, and fo to groſs and 
deſtructive 7gnorauce. The lite of religion depends, 


as a means, upon ſearching the Scriptures. But if 


men have their creeds and canons made for em, it 
will fave 'em much pains, tho' to their great loſs. 
If the prieſthood be to judge for me, it is very 
natural that I ſhould fay, let 'em alſo ſtudy and 
ray for me too, ſo as to excuſe me that trouble. 
if they are to lead me, what need have I to look 
about me, or inquire my way, or pray to God to 
open my eyes that I may underſtand the Scrip- 
tures. ir; 
3. It has a tendency to encourage formality, and 
lacing the main of religion in outward obſervances. 
If we allow men the ordering of our religion, they 
will put in their own inventions: of theſe they 


will be fonder than of God's inſtitutions, and it 


will be much if they do not make us ſo too. And 
ſo. by degrees we ſhall find methods of commuta- 
tion, c. to the vaſt prejudice of pure chriſtian 
morality——Thus it is notoriouſly 1n the Romiſh 
church, and is there nothing of it elſewhere? 

4. It will tempt men to make worldly advantages 
the chief end of religion. They profeſs and declare, 
perhaps ſubſcribe and ſwear to pleaſe men, and ſe- 
cure 3 emoluments; and ſo are in danger of be- 
ing led on to Ig profeſſions and 1 religions 


take up in atheiſm, or ſcepticiſm not much better. 
Their faith is not their own, and they regard it ac- 
cordingly. 


IV. To 


calls: and ſo 
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ranted. Let em neither 
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IV. To make ſome ſhort application. 
1. Let not miniſters affect dominion over the 
conſciences of their people, nor under any tempta- 


tion aber the claim of the greateſt of their brethren 


to ſuch a power as it 1475 Chriſt has not war- 
e called maſters themſelves, 

nor call any man father upon earth. 
2. Let not the people incourage an unſcriptural 


affectation of dominion in their miniſters. They are 


highly to eſteem their faithful paſtors, but let em 
have a care ↄf robbing Chriſt, the great Shepherd, 
to adorn any of his 8 with the ſpoils. Chriſt's 
honour muſt be dearer to them than any thing in 
the world, and faithful miniſters will not thank em 
for any reverence to them, which intrenches upon 
that which is due to their maſter But abhor it 
rather, as Paul and Barnabas did the divine honours 
offer'd *em at _Lyſtra, Acts xiv.— _ 
3. Let the Bible be the rule of all our faith and 
conduct, both miniſters and people. A due atten- 
dance to it will ſecure the miniſter's honour, and 
the peoples liberty, and, in both, the Redecmer's 

ory. TE 
: pat Let not miniſters betray any truth to humour 
the people. Never regarding what the people like 
to hear, but what Chriſt has commanded them to 
preach. Not ſhunning to declare the whole counſel of 
Cod. 5 

7. Let not people take upon em to govern their 
teachers, or put a yoke upon their necks which 
they will not bear themſelves. While they aſſert 
their own liberty, let em not abridge miniſters of 
theirs; nor pretend to uſurp that power by vote 
of majority, which Chriſt has intruſted to no 
community. 


D 2 6. To 
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6. Lo conclude, let us all pray to God for his 
Holy Spirit to lead us into the ways of truth and 
peace; and wait for that better ſtate of things 
which will be introduced at Chriſt's ſecond com- 
ing; when we ſhall know as we are alſo known, 
and in the ſame ſenſe love as we are alſo loved, 
when perfect light and perfect love will be the 
church's bleſſedneſs to all eternity. Amen! 
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The CHARGE given by Dr. Edmund 


Calamy to Mr. William Hunt. 


Ltho' we (my dear brother) who have at this 
time in a publick manner been doing what 
in us lay, to admit you into the ſacred office of 


the miniſtry, are well fatisfy'd in the grounds of 
our own proceedings, without claiming any ſuch 


deſpotical or dictatorial power as ſome in ſuch caſes 


have pretended to; yet J hope neither you, nor 
others here preſent, will think we take too much 
upon us, if we declare it to be our common opi- 
nion, that we have a ſufficient warrant to offer 
you ſome ſuitable advice, upon ſo ſolemn and af- 
fecting an occaſion. And I confeſs I ſhall be much 


miſtaken in you (and I believe 'twill be the ſame 
as to the reſt of my brethren) if you ſhould not 


readily allow me, in a caſe of this nature, to leave 


with Fs a few ſerious admonitions. But then, I 
can add, they are ſo natural, that I hope they will 


oft recur to your thoughts; and ſo agreeable to 


the mind and will of our common Lord, diſcover'd 


in the writings of the New Teſtament, that I verily 


think your compliance with them cannot but yield 
you a great deal of comfort upon reflection. I ſhall 
not, however, attempr to graft them uponany par- 


ticular text of Scripture, that I may not either 
cramp my ſelf in what I aim at, or be forc'd to 
inlarge in a way of explication : but ſhall take the 
freedom to ſet them before you, juſt as they pre- 


lented themſelves to my thoughts. ; 
3 MT 1. And 


ye) 

1. And in the firſt place I beſeech you to be 
faithful. Great is that truſt that we have now 
committed to you, which was firſt committed to 
us by thoſe that went before us, and were as un- 
der-agents between the Head of the Church and 
us, in the great tranſaction of ordination. Now it 
concerns ſtewards to be found faithful. You, Sir, 
are hence forward a fleward of the myſteries of God, 
1 Cor. iv. 2. Let me beg it of you to be true to 


our truſt, Keep that ſacred depsſitum which we 
have now put into 5625 hands. We have commit- 
M 


red to you the body of revealed truth, which is 
to be by you diſpenſed, zo all the flock, over the 
ich the Holy Ghoſt hath made you an overſeer, 10 
feed the church of God, which he hath purchaſed with 
His own blood, Acts xx. 28. This is to be by you 
diſpens'd in the whole courſe of your "ainifiry. 


We durſt not have intruſted you with it, if we had 


not thought we had had good reaſon to believe and 
= you would be faithful in keeping this inva- 
luable treaſure. We beſeech you, keep it pure and 
without corruption. Keep it as it is deliver'd in 
the ſacred Records, without any change or altera- 
tion. Diſpenſe it to all you have to do with in 
the name of the Lord: And take care, as far as in 
you lies, to tranſmit it entire to thoſe that are to 
come after you. This is the fidelity that is requir'd 
of you: And'this can't fail of making your future 
account excecding comfortable. Bc you ever fo 
able to teach others, if you are not faithful, your 
after reckoning will be but the more dreadful. But 
if youll be dligent and true to your truſt, you 
will both / your ſelf and 150% that hear you, 
CREST OE TEIN. T 


2. Keep the end of your miniſh much in your 
eye. And what is that, but the glory of the bleſ- 


fed God, in faving the ſouls of men? If the di- 
vine glory be of but ſmall account with you, = 
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the ſouls of men but little ſet by, give me leave to 

tell you, you have fix d upon an employment, which 

4 you will find to be of all others the moſt uncom- 

* * tfortable. Bur if you have a due regard to both of 

3 = them, 'twill help to make your work eaſy and plea- 
-* fant, and not a little promote your uſefulneſs in your 

| ſtation. Mind the end of your high and facred of- 

fice, and it will mightily aſſiſt you in the ſeveral 

parts of it, and help you to manage them in the 

manner by which that end will be moſt likely to | 


be reach'd and anſwer'd. This will teach you 
how to ſtudy, and how to preach and pray; how 
to behave your ſelf in your ſtudy, how in your 
family, how in your viſits, and how in your daily 
converſe, as well as in the pulpit. Be concern'd ._ 
that he miniſiry be not blam'd upon your account, | 
2 Cor. vi. 2. There are many that are forward e- | 
nough to reflect upon it, and make the moſt of 
every thing which they apprehend gives them an 
advantage for leſſening and expoſing it : But be 
you careful to magnify your _ Rom. xi. 13. 
and ſecure the credit of it as far as you are con- 
cern'd. Let a ſincere diſintereſted aim at God's 
glory, and a deſire of promoting to your utmoſt 
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g the ſpiritual and eternal good of others, run through 
„ dhe whole of your ſervice. Act in every part of it, 
not by conſtraint but willingly, and with pleaſure. 
Count your office and the work of it your honour, 
and no flavery or burden: and act with a ready 
. mind and a chearful ſpirit, and you'll have a wit- 
. _ neſs that will ſpcak for you in the breaſts of thoſe 
. whom you are dealing with; and be your ſucceſs 
greater or ſmaller, the iſſue cannot be any other 
: than comfortable to you. „ 
H 25 z Often remember and review this day's yows 
and promiſes. Upon this occaſion, you have been 
| ftipulating with the great God, that you'll be pe- 
; |: culiarly his; and that you'll ſpend your days in di- 
: | | | ligent 


1 
ligent endeavours to ſpread the Goſpel of his deat 
Son. I beſeech you, Sir, let no part of your ſa- 
cred bonds be forgotten. All of us that are already, 
and that have been ſome time in the miniſtry, ought 
upon ſuch occaſions to be reminded of our own 
engagements, which we ſhould endeavour to be 


anſwering all our days. Sacramental vows, and or- 


dination vows, are of all others the moſt awful, 
and ſhould therefore be frequently recollected. Think 
then, my dear brother, again and again, of what 
you have this day engag'd to, and it will ſpirit your 
endeayours in your work, and give you an holy 
warmth and flame in the whole of your ſervice, 
which will be no ſmall advantage both to you, and 
to thoſe alſo whom you labour amongſt. 
| What you have done of this kind, has not been 


in a corner, but, as the apoſtle obſerves in Timothy's 


cale, before many witneſſes, 1 Tim. vi. 12. All your 


| brethren in the miniſtry, that have been upon the 


ſpot, and have heard what has paſs'd, can atteſt, 
that you have bound your ſelf to the ſeveral duties 


of your facred function, by many ſolemn vows and 


promiſes. 'The whole chriſtian ſociety in which 


you are to ſpend your pains, and a great many o- 
thers, whom the rumour of this day's tranſaction has 
brought into this audito 

parts, are witneſſes of 


from the neighbouring 
e engagements you are 
come under. And your-own conſcience 1s more 
than a thouſand bas re Endeavour, I beſeech 
you, to get your ſp 

nd dread o 
with your ſelf, that the promiſes, which you have 
made upon this occaſion, ought to be obſerv'd moſt 
religiouſly. The anſwers you have given to the 
queſtions that have been now propos d to you, are 
plainly of the nature of yows and oaths. Often con- 
ſider and recolle& them, that the ſenſe of their o- 
bliging force may be reviv'd. And wherein ſoever 
| you 


irit ſtruck with a ſuitable awe 
ſo important a matter, and conclude 
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vou fill ſhort, be ready to judge your ſelf, that 
you may? not be judged of the Lord. Should yo 
berkin be perfidiòus, your d have many to witneßs 
4. Be much in converfing with your own heart. 
It will indeed become you, to be well acquainted 
with your flock, and to ſuit your ſelf to their eir- 
cumſtances: Nay, with St. Pα you muſt become 
ll things to all men, that yoii may gain ſome, and 
edify others, 1 Cor. ix. 22. Let cheſe, whom you 
are over in the Lord, have free acceſs to you, and 
all manner of encouragement' from you in their 
application. Be free with them in all their ſpiri- 
tual concerns, and encourage them to uſe freedom 
with you, But at the fame time you muſt ſtill 
take care to keep up ſelt- acquaintance, left while | 
you keep other mens vineyards you negle& your | 
own. Preach firſt over to your ſelf the ſeveral 
truths and duties, the promiſes and threatnings, the 
cComforts and counſels, which you afterwards preach 
Ss = toothers, endeavouring to feel their quickning force: 
And as this will be much for your own profit, fo 
= will it alſo make your doing good to others much 
die more like.... e 
i . Endeavour carefully to grow in knowledge, 
* and to be ſtill making farther and farther improve- 
ments in all valuable attainments. If this is not 
minded, your publick miniſterial ſervice will be but 
2 dull and heavy repetition of the very ſame things 
over and over again, and fo grow contemptible. 
Whereas this way, your profiting will appear unto 
all, 1 Tim. iv. 15. you'll be the more reſpected, 
and the more likely to be ſucceſsful. To be negli- 
gent in your ſtudy, will be the way to be flat and 
inſipid in the pulpit: But if you take pains to in- 
ereaſe your miniſterial furniture, and lay in as you 
are laying out, you may hope to be able to bring till 
1 out of- youp ry hides now 'and ud, Mat. xiii. 52. 
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tis church, and of maintaining truth, and union in 
it: Be affür'd, that people will be much more 
tindfuf of What vou do, rhan what you ſay. If 

15 are ſerious and fervent, and holy, and heavenly 

Ur ſelf, you'll be the more likely to be helpful to 

Make ee fo too : But if you are vain and frothy, 

light and” 3 and 'carmally minded, it is not 
to be ex 1＋ Bkg ſhould- do religion any ſervice, 

or traii u for heaven. Or if God ſhould 

make aft g of 1 in that reſpect, ir cannot avail 

74 


you any ching; fince ben yo, Bave preach'd to 6- 
thers, you'y ir 1 tes the apoſtle has ex- 
prefs'd 4 eaſtawydy, 1 Cor. ix 27. than 
Which f Tg - COURT be rention d that 1s more 
an atk 1 Mig i binn eis 


a 6 paid of your duty be hiegletted, wh: 
ch fiche re committed t your' more immediate 
_ Let hone of the flbtk he ibverlook'd. Feed 
Wn the Meep and the — "of Chriſt. Deal with 
— 05 In gee Wo private, in order to 
Ph "Fils." Do your utmoſt, 

10 9 00 & the-: Shan — 4 the wandring, a- 
el the” negligent et and Rite; and comfort uf. 
Aled" conſeientes arid troubled! ſpirits. Preach the 
"ord ; 5, be = „ in aft" and out 'of ſeaſon; ro- 
— rehiſte, *exhort, th ll Jong-ſuſfering and 
e 1555 Jv. 2 Watch 'apainſt error: And 


| 15 not ſo much 4s ary fingle member of the church 


thrötigh your negleck or default. Act as one 
Ke watches for the ſouls of thoſe amongſt whom 
_ are call'd to ſpend y your pains, Jeb. xiii, 17. 
e milk to babes in Chiiſt, and ſtronger meat to 
ſuch as find able to bear it, and the oracles of 
dhe living 5d to all without exception. Entertain 
Your flock from time to time, not with the inven- 


| tions of human ſybtlery, or the follies of curioſity, 


which at beſt can only tickle their ears, and pleaſe 
ncics, but with theyuwwordof, God, which 


r LT. 18 
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is the true food of fouls, that alone is able to nou- 
riſh them unto ęternal life. Do but take care of 
this, and whatever it is as to others, you will not 
have the blood of ſouls to anſwer for. 
8. Watch aſſiduouſſy againſt eee ſnares 
and temptations. None are more expos A jan Mi- 


niſters. The world hates them, hecauſc o it hates 


him that employs them, and gives them their com- 
miſſion, and the work which he has det them about. 
The Devil owes rhem a peculiar (pits, and, r 
in nothing more than in their weak les, - failures, 
and miſcarriages. Since you are not ignorant of his 
devices, I beſeech you to endeavour to be ſuit- 
ably prepar d. He IL. afſault you by friends and by 
enemies; and 'tis hard to ſay which are more dan; 
gerous, the careſſes of the one, a the wounds of 
the other. He'll, affaglt you; within 8 without. 
Be prepar'd to reſiſt him oyery way. Lale particu- 
lar heed of giving Way temptations, to 1 
unc liaritablepeſs — e e ity and wor 
Whenever you arg/affaulted, fly. td Chri clp 
and ſtrength. Live hy faith on Pun; TRIO u find his 
1 ſufficient foryou; Carefully renounce worldly 
uſts of all ſorts, and cheriſhi no other: paſſion but a 
Jove of true holineſs, in all the parts and branches 
of it. Let it be your earneſt endeavour, that the 
furh:of Chriſt Jeſus, and the hope of his heaven 
which he has purchas d and promis d, and the love 
of his houſe, — goncern for his honour, may quell 
and keep dewn ſenſual emotions. And never, as 
long as you carry fleſh about you, think your "ſelf 
ſo-fafey or ſo much out of danger, ag. not to need 
ta be upon your guard. 1 ,, 
9. Forget not a FAYE to keep a good conſrience 
Lex nothing prevail With you. in am caſe to ſtrain 
or force it, or go againſt its dictates. Kee cep it well 
lig hten'd and tender, pure and clea ag it will 
7 halp to keep. you _ aud chearful. Of "all 117 5 
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living, none are more concern'd, to keep conſciences 

] void of offence, towards God and towards men, than 

miniſters. 'It they ever make ſhipwrack of a good 

conſcience, their faith can be but of little worth: 

; If they grow unſavoury falt, there is but little hope 

3 of their, ever being ſeaſon'd again, or of their be- 

5 ing of any great uſe towards the ſeaſoning of o- 

| 10. Be circumſpect. Remember, the wiſe man's 

eyes are in his head, Eccleſ. ii. 14. and they are 

ö there for uſe, and not barely for ſhew or ornament. 

5 Take heed of:raſhneſs and precipitance, Do nothing 

ö by partiality, 1 Tim. v. 21. Be prudent in your 

7 carriage, both to. thoſe of the flock, and ſuch as 

; are without. However let not your prudence de- 

Ff generate into eraft, but manage your ſelf with fim- 
pPelicity and godly fincerity, 2 Cor. i. 12. Endeavour 

- = *to carry it ſo to thoſe of the eabliſb'd church, as 

| that they may ſee that your diſſent from them is out 

5 of conſcience, and not out of meer humour. And 

) whereas among thoſe who diſſent from the national 
eſtabliſhment, there are different ſchemes and no- 

7 tions, as well as denominations, let me recommend 

a it to you, to carry it ſo, as that your moderation may 

J be known unto all men, Phil. iv. I 2. Tho' it would but 

very ill become ſuch an one as you, to encourage illi- | 
] terate tradeſmen in their pretenſions to the miniſtry, þ 
who venture upon work to which it is plain that 1 
| God has never. call'd them, becauſe he has not | 
a qualify'd them for it; or to give countenance to 
1 the ſpreaders of any notions that tend to turn the 

grace of God into wantonneſs, or to build up thoſe 


Works of the devil which our bleſſed Lord Jeſus 
came into the world to deſtroy: Yet when you 
make oppoſition, and think it your duty ſo to do, 
take care to oppoſe with the meekneſs of wiſdom; 
remembring that zþe-wwrath of man worketh not the 


| righteouſneſs of God, Jam. i. 20. 


* 
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11. Be 
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11. Be modeſt. Remember you ate oung : Ie wil 
bon be your wiſdom to — a fo; as that none 
may deſpiſe hour. youth, 1 Tim. iv. 12. Taking much 
upon you, and being poſitive and dogmatical, will 
rather provoke to that, than vent it. Guanin, 

a ſtock of experience muſt be a work of time. 
And yet I am fully ſatisfy d, you may be ſufficiently 
humble and free from aſſuming, without being fer- 
vile or mean - ſpirited, which is g thing that would 
moſt certainly expoſe and leſſen you,” inſtead of 
recommending you: to 1 of any judgment; dr 
ang 705 thing to © van your real uſefulneſs 
patient. Be not W neither Wink 
— ee thing happens to you; if {ome that you 
expect kindneſs Sag ould be ſo far from anſwer- 
ing your eee er as to prove unkind” to you. 
Do what you can to fortify your ſelf, chat you ma\ 
be able to bear flights, Iſelin being depriv'd of 
the enjoyment of your: ſelf, or diverted from 
Duty. Endur Oy as 800 ſoldier of Peſos © 
Chrift, 2. Tim. 112: 3 b | « 
_ »(2' 34, Study peace 27 it * poſſible, ur much as' in WB 
hor lie th, live peategbly wit h all men, Nom xi 18. 
But then dont ſtand up and appear for bare peace, 
but for peace with all its fempturaÞ concomitants. 
Be for peace and truth; peace and: holineſs z' peace 
and} feafaſtneſs.” Above all thints; put on charliy, 
Coloſſ. iii. 14. The more you regret. the want of 
that in others, (and who is there that does not often 
ſec occaſion for it!) be the more careful to excell 
in it your ſelf; and never chink that their faults 
will excuſe yours. Avoid extremes. Encourag 
no prejudices in mou ſelf or others. Carefully watch 
againſt groundleſs jealouſies and ſuſpicions. Do what 
you can to prevent divifions. Rather ſuffer wren: 
from others, than do it to them. Render not evil 
for evil, or — for railing, but endeavour to 
qyercome evil with good. Dot not about * 
an 


r CY NE 


e 0 39 . 
ang. firifes 0 words, 1 Tim. vi. 4. But in meekne/5 
inſtru# thoſe that: oppoſe themſelves, if God perad- 
venture will give them repentauce, tothe ackuowledg= 
VVV 
14. Be publick ſpirited. Avoid ſelfiſhneſs, and a 
narrow mind. Endeavour to get your heart inlarg'd, 
with reſpect to all the real concerns of Chnlſt's 
kingdom: But then endeavour to be your ſelf, and 
to make others ſenſible, that the kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs and peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 17. 
Take heed, my brother, of lording it over God's 
heritage, 1 Pet. v. 3. To attempt it is both unſcrip- 
tural and irrational, and 'tis what the age will not 
bear. Rather ſtudy to be as punctual as may be in 
your duty, than to extend your Power: And do all 
that in you lies to convince thoſe you are dealing 
with, that their real benefit and edification, is the 
thing at which you are aiming. 
And finally; whereſogver duty is plain, be not 
diſhearten'd at any conſequences that may attend 
the faithful diſcharge of it. Be of good courage, 
and faint not.” Be firong in the grace, of God which 
is in Chriſt Feſus, 2 Tim. ii. 1. Tho” you ſhould 
d. meet with diſcouragements, (and you mult not ex- 
„ = pett to be wholly free from them,) yet let not your 
y, = ſpirit fink. Remember your Maſter's cye is upon 
5f # you,andlet that animate you. If you have but his ap- 
nh = probation, no flights or cenſures of others need give 
1 2 youany diſturbance. But after all, you ſhould look 
ts for your chief reward above. While you continue 
ge 3 Hhbouring here below, you mult ex oft (as has been 
* = the lot of thoſe that are gone before you) to go 
at through bad report as well as good, and to have a 
mixture of foul weather with fair: But hold on in 
2 a ſteady and regular courſe of duty, and your crown 
to ut che ht ſhall be weighty. Turning men now fo 
3 i g- 
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righteouſneſs, Dan. xii. 3. or doing your erideayouts 
in order to it, you ſhall at length come to ſhine a- 
mong the ftars for ever and ever; and as the apoſtle 
has expreſs'd it, hen the chie Shepherd ſhall ap- 
pear, you ſhall have d crbmm bf glory,” 1 Pet. v. 4. 
that fadeth not away. And happy they that ſhall 
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The EXHORTATION given 72 the 


People, by Mr. John Troughton. 


Beloved in our Lord, 

I Am, at your deſire, to cloſe the ſolemnity of 
this day, by giving you a word of exhortation. 

As your own requeſt hath drawn it from me, I 

promiſe my ſelf that it will meet with a ſuitable 

diſpoſition of ſpirit in you, and that you will bear 

with that freedom which you will find in it. 


But I may with the greater boldneſs beſpcak 
your attention and regard, when I tell you, that 


tho' I may ule great plainneſs of ſpeech, yer I 
ſhall ſpeak only the words of truth and ſoberneſs 
to you : nothing but what Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, to 
whom you all profeſs ſubjection, has warranted and 
injoyned to you. The New Teſtament, which is 
more eſpecially the law of Chriſt, who is the King 
and Head of the Church, and the chief Shepherd 
of the flock z as it has preſcribed rules to miniſters 
for their conduct in every part of their miniſtry, 
and preſſed upon them the faithful and conſcientious 


diſcharge of their duty: ſo it hath given rules too. 


for the conduct of people towards their miniſters, 


and hath preſſed the obſervation of them. And the 


truth is, miniſters have as much reaſon to expect 
a ſuitable conduct from their people, as the people 


have to expect it from them. There is an equal 


- 


obligation on both ſides. | 
5 3 You, 


642) 
You have heard your miniſter's duty faithfully 
repreſented to him, and his obligations to diſcharge 
it inforced upon him: and now let me intreat yqur 
attention unto your own, which I ſhall ſet before 
you with all the clearneſs and brevity I can. 
| T ſhall caſt my diſcourſe into the following me- 
thod. 
I. Give you ſome more general hints of your 
duty. * ta 


exccute towards you. 


3. And then recommend ſome things to you, 
which are incumbent upon you with reſpect to 


each other, as members of the ſame ſociety. 
Suffer me, in the fit ſt place, to give you ſome ge- 
neral hints of your uz in the following inſtances. 
Let him be in high eſteem with you. He has 
been now ſet apart to the work of the miniſtry, 
and devoted himſelf to it, your eyes ſeeing it; he 
is now become an authorized miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Conſider him as ſuch, and let it conciliate an eſteem 
of him. There is an eſteem due to all the miniſters 
of Chriſt, as they are his embaſſadors; as they come 
with his commiſſion, and act in his name. But there 
is a ſpecial regard due from perſons to their own 
raining, who is over them in the Lord. He ought 
to have the chiefeſt intereſt in their affections. Who 
can have ſo good a right to them, as he whoſe la- 
bours are wholly deyoted to their ſervice? It is an 
act of juſtice and equity. I beſeech you, ſays the 
apoſtle, 1 Te. v. 12, 13. 10 know them that la- 
bour amongſt you, and are over you in the Lord. That 
is, to know them in a way of eminency, and di- 
ſtinction; and to eſteem them very highly in love 
for their work's fake. We find, indeed, the Scrip- 
tures cenſuring an undue admiration of particular 
perſons : but yet this {till ſtands good as an W 
5 | truth; 


2. Conſider your duty with relation to the ſe- 
veral parts of the miniſterial office, which he is to 
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truthz that there ought to be a particular regard 
had by people to their own miniſter, and elpe- 
cially when he is one that honours his character. 
This I would preſs upon you, not only as a mat- 
ter of equity, but as that which will be no ſmall 
incouragement to him. How chearfully may a mi- 


niſter go on in his work, when he has good proof 


of the affections of his people? It will give life to 
his labour, and a comfortable proſpect too of doing 
good by them. Where eſteem is wanting, one of 
bis greateſt incouragements will be wanting. He 
will be like one that ſtrives againſt the ſtream. All 
his miniſterial performances will be treated with in- 


differency, if not with contempt, how deſerving 
ſoever they may really be. 


You mult pray for him, and that earneſtly and 
conſtantly. You mult rive in your prayers to God 
for him, as the apoſtle expreſſeth it, Rom. xv. 30. 
He muſt pray for himſelf, and he mult pray for you; 
and you mult alſo pray for him. He will in the diſ- 
charge of his office need the prayers of all of you. 
You cannot ſeriouſly conſider the extent of his 
work, the difficulties and diſcouragements which 
he is likely to encounter with in it, and the variety 
of temptations which he will be incident to, but 
you muſt needs be ſenſible that he will need your 


prayers. You find the great apoſtle St. Paul de- 


firing an intereſt in the prayers of thoſe whom he 
writes to. In thus frequently intimating his de- 
fires of them, he plainly points out how great a 
duty, and how neceſſary a piece of reſpect to mi- 
niſters, praying for them is. In your praying for 
him you will not only perform a duty, and ſhew 
your reſpect to and concern for him, but you will 
manifeſt your concern for the intereſt of Chriſt a- 
mongſt you. Thoſe that do not pray for their mi- 
niſters, cannot have the intereſt of Chriſt at heart 
as they ſhould have. _ me leaye to add, 2 
| | 2 y 


| 
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by praying for him, you will profit your ſelves. 
The more earneſt and conſtant you are in your ſup- 
plications to the divine Majeſty for him, the better 
will he be furniſhed, and the more effectually will 
he be aſſiſted; his heart and his hands will be more 


ſtrengthened, and that will redound to your greater 


advantage. He will come to you with a greater 
fulneſs of the bleſſing of the Goſpel of peace, as the 
apoſtle expreſſeth it concerning himſclt. You can- 
not be negligent of praying tor him without in- 
juring your ſelves. 

Anotherdury incumbent upon you is maintenance 
and ſupport. By which I mean not a bare main- 
tenance, nor barely your allowance of what is juſt 
neceſſary for his ſubſiſtence z but ſuch a maintenance 
as is ſufficient to ſecure his miniſtry from contempt, 
and may be, in ſome meaſure, to the credit of it. 
You ought ſo far to ſupport him, as that he may 
live both comfortably and reputably. 'The law of 
Chriſt inſiſts very plainly and poſitively upon it, 
and frequently too. Let him that is taught in the 


word, communicate unto him that teacheth, in all good 1 


things, Gal. vi. 6. It is obſervable, that there is not 
only a poſitive command for it; but it is inſiſted 
on as matter of equity and common juſtice. See 
how the apoſtle reaſons upon this head, 1 Cor. ix. 
7. and onwards. ho goeth a warfare at any 
time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, 
and eateth not of the Fut thereof ? who feedeth a 
Noch, and eateth not of the milk of the flock? Say 
I theſe things as a man? or ſaith not the law 
the ſame alſo ? For it is written in the law of Moſes, 
thou. ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that tread- 
eth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? or 
' ſaith he it altogether for our ſakes ? For our fakes, 


no doubt, this is written, that he that ploweth ſhould 


plow in hope, and that he that threſbeth in bope, 
fſoeuld be partaker of his hope, Do ye nat know 15 
vo | _—_— 
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they which miniſter about holy things, live of the things 
of the temple? and they that wait at the altar, are 
= partakers with the altar? Even ſo hath God ordain- 
= #44, that thoſe that preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of 
= the Goſpel. It is obſervable what ample proviſions 
* God made for thoſe that ſerved at the altar under 
the law. And 'tis no leſs worthy of obſervation, 
> how he ſpeaks of thoſe who withheld their appoint- 
= red maintenance from them: he calls it a robbing 
bim. It is not abſolutely determined in the Goſpel 
in what way miniſters ſhall be ſupported, but this 
is as certain as any thing can be, that they ought 
to have a liberal maintenance. A miniſter, indeed, 
ought to expect his recompence chiefly from the 
Mafter whom he ſerves ; but he may in juſtice ex- 
it too from thoſe who receive the benefit of 
is labours. Our bleſſed Lord tells you, that he 
labourer is worthy of his hire. Conſider but the 
reaſon and equity of the thing, and you cannot be 
| backward. Some think it a great matter, if they al- 
low a little, and that a miniſter is very much be- 
holding to them for it. Bur ſurely ſuch have very 
little conſidered the law of Chriſt, and muſt be acted 
by a very poor and narrow ſpirit. Let it be conſi- 
dered, that a miniſter ought to be liberally ſup- 
pen not only in point of equity, that he may 
encouraged, and live with ſome reputation in the 
world; but it ought to be done, that he may be 
the better abies to difcharge ſome other duties 
which are incumbent upon him. He muſt be gi- 
ven to hoſpitality. He muſt be an example to o- 
thers of charity. He muſt lay up for his chillies, Sec. 
And how can he anſwer 7 obligations, if he is 
put off with a ſhort allowance? It is an obſerva- 
tion which I have made of ſome perſons, that they 
think if a miniſter lives a little above the vulgar 
rate, he lives too well. Ir is certain, that ſelf- denial 
and mortification are things which are incumbent 
upon 


(46) 

upon perſons of ſuch a character above all others. 
I hey ought above all perſons to be free from luxu- 
ry, and pomp, and worldly grandeur : but this will 
not at all juſtify the ſtraitneſs and ſtingineſs of thoſe 
that enjoy their labours. But I would hope that 1 
need not inſiſt further upon this head to you. You 
have ſo diſtinguiſhed yourſelves by your regards to 
a a regular miniſtry, that I believe it will not be ne- 


You muſt be very tender of his reputation, and 


endeayour to vindicate and defend it by all juſt and 
proper methods. A miniſter's uſefulneſs depends 
upon his reputation; when that is ſtained, it will be 
very much at an end. As he muſt on the one hand 
endeavour to keep his own reputation as unſpotted as 
may be; ſo muſt you on the other hand be very 
careful of it. Minifters are the chief inſtruments 
of beating down the kingdom of the Devil, and he 
owes them therefore a peculiar grudge, and will 
uſe all methods to blaſt their ſucceſs. And one 
common method which he takes, is to employ ſlan- 
derous tongues to ſully their reputation. It muſt 
concern their people therefore to be very tender of it, 
and to defend it as far as they juſtly can. Miniſters 
are men of the like paſſions with others. They 
are no more perfect than others are. They may 
have their indiſcretions and failings as well as others. 
Every thing in their conduct may not be unblam- 


able; an allowance ſhould be made for common frail- 


ties. They ſhould not be unduly aggravated and 
cenſured, nor ſhould they be expoſed. As mini- 
ſters muſt be patient and gentle, and not bear hard 
upon their people upon the account of tolerable 
miſcarriages; ſo ought they to be gentle towards their 
miniſters upon the ſame account. Take heed of 
receiving and hearkening to ſlanderous reports, and 

moſt of all of N them. It is very hard and un- 
Eind, when thoſe who are of his own charge ſhall 


play 
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lay the critic, when they ſhall act the part of a 
py, to obſerve every failure, that they may have 
matter of reproach ; when they ſhall be Hike of 
the firſt in raiſing and ſpreading reports to defame 


him. Perſons, that fo act, do not conſider what ſer- 


vice they do the Devil, and what diſſervice they do 
to the intereſt of religion. Alas! there are enough 


of thoſe that are without to ſpy faults, and that 


are forward to report and defame: their own peo- 
ple need not do it. If any thing be really blame- 


worthy in a miniſter's conduct, the beſt and moſt 


chriſtian way will be to repreſent it to himſelf. 
There is no conſcientious miniſter but will take it 
as an act of friendſhip. There is this further need- 
ful caution which one might ſubjoin to this head, 
viz. That people do not upon every trifling oc- 
caſion break off from the miniſtrations of thcir 
miniſters. This is giving as great a wound to their 
reputation, as any they can give. 

Spare me one word more upon this general head, 
which is this: That you would heartily endeavour 


in your ſeveral ſtations and capacities to further 


the ends of his miniſtr 5 you. You may 
and you ought in your ſphere ſo to do, and to con- 
tribute what you can to the ſucceſs thereof. There 
is a great Sol of reaſon to think, that our miniſtra- 
tions would be more abundantly ſuccelsful, and we 
ſhould ſee more of the fruits of them, if our peo- 
ple were ſuitably diligent in their ſtations. Our 
want of ſucceſs may, in a great meaſure, be imputed 
to their neglects. I am not preſſing you to any 
thing, that 1s an invaſion of the miniſterial Office. Ir 
is certain, that they are the wiſeſt and the beſt Chriſti- 
ans, who 2 within their own province. But 
yet a great deal may be done by you to attain thoſe 


ends. Let me juſt hint at a few things. You may 


repeat ſermons in your own families, and preſs 
what they have heard upon the conſciences of * 
N that 


COST] 

that are under your charge. Yon may require an ac- 
count from — of what they have W You may 
pray that the word which they have heard may have 
a good effect upon them. You may inſtruct and admo- 
mih, and warn them without confining yourſelves 
to what they have heard. You by exhort them ac- 
cording to the ability which God hath given you, 
both on the Lord's day, and at other proper and con- 
venient ſeaſons. Every maſter of a family ſhould be a 


prophet and a prieſt to his own family: and he can--—- 
not acquit himſelf with faithfulneſs in the relation 


in which he ſtands to it, without being ſo. Thus 
you may, and thus you ſhould further the' ends of 


is miniſtry. Thus you may, and thus you ſhould Þ 


be helpers together with him. If you have been 
wanting therein, let it be reformed. If you are 
really deſirous that he ſhould do good amongſt you, 
it will quicken you to a diligent and ſerious prac- 
tice of thele things. | | 1 ds 5 

Proceed we next to give you ſome more parti- 
cular directions with reſpect to the duty, with re- 
gard to the various parts of the miniſterial office, 
which he is to exerciſe among you. . 

He is to preach the word to you; to give con- 
ſtant attendance thereunto, as that which ſtands firſt 
in the miniſterial commiſſion. He muſt be inſtant 
in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon: and you muſt hear. 
The ſame command which obligeth him to preach 
often, obligeth you to hear often. No opportu- 
nity of attendance upon the word preached ought 
to be omitted, but when an invincible neceſſity of 
being abſent lies upon you. Vou can no more juſti- 
ty an omiſſion of an opportunity of hearing, when 


it offers itſelf to you, than he can excuſe an omif- 


lion of preaching. Tf he has no juſt impediment, 
let him have no cauſe to complain that you are 
ſlack in attending. Let not your ſeats be empty at 
any time without reaſon. You ought to be ſwift 
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ts heut, that'is; always ready to it. Conſider that 
if you Mogld be ſlack in hearing, you will not 4 
only. be guiley of an omiffion- of one of the great- 
eſt duties' of religion; of am inſtirution of Chriſt, || 
which he has put ſo great am Honour upon: but it | 
wilt be a gftar diſcouragement to him: it muſt needs 1 
gras very mueck upon his ſpirit to think, that he 


h taken a great deal of pains in ſtudying for you, 
and preaching to you, and you will not vouchſafe 


him the heating, I take the Hberry of prefling this 


4 — 
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a 

n more wafmly and cloſely upon you, becauſe as far 
5 as my obſervation has reached; the neglect of it is 
2 very much complained of. As you value the com- 
d 

N 

c 


— ̃ —- — ——ů— — - 


| mand of your Saviour and Lord, and your miniſter's 
= comfort, let there not be a eoldneſs and indifferency 
= amongſt any of you herein. 925 


Yoo will not think ir foreign to this matter, or 
a needleſs digreſſion, if I ſuggeſt ſomething to you 
as to the manner of hearing. As Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
word you hear, hath laid the main ſtreſs upon the 
manner of hearing, ſo you will rherein pay a greats 
er reſpecb to your miniſter, You mult hear with 
ſeriouſneſs and reverence. You muſt attend in hear- 
ing. You'muft hear with a teachable and ſubmiſ- 
{we temper of ſpirit. Do not hear as judges, but 
with a deſire to learn and profit. You muſt hear 
ſ as to receive the truth in the love of ik. Let 

= me caution you againſt one very common fault in 
hearing, which is Fuptiouſneſs. There are too ma- 
ny who, either through ignorance or ſelf-conceit, 
are very apt to be captious, and to find fault. It 
j. = ſhewsavyery ill ſpirit where it is ſo; and muſt needs 

Jive a great deal of uneaſineſs to a miniſter; Let 

not any thing of this nature be found amongſt you. 

People indeed are not to give aß implicit faith to 

every thing that miniſter fays : They are not oblig- 

ed to take every thing upon truſt: bur ſhould com- 
pare every thiig chat 15 preacheth to them wo 
932 | * * 
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he Scriptures, which are the only rule of faith and 
touchſtone of truth. Vou know who they were 
who were commended for ſearching the Scriptures, 7 
to know the truth of thoſe things which were 
reached to them. But this you may do, and yet 
e free from a captious ſpirit. If you hear any 
thing which you do not well underſtand, any thing 
which at the firſt hearing you may not end 
to be ſo yes to the truth, do not. cenſure, 
but let it be your deſire that he would give you 
ſatisfaction, and clear it up to you. Thoſe, who 
are acted by a ſpirit of candour and charity, will do 
ſo. Leave the 1 to thoſe poor empty 
creatures, who would be thought to be wiſer than 
others, and their miniſters too; and who are the 
plagues of the 3 where they are. 
| You muſt be obedient to the word which you 
hear. Be ye doers of the word and not bearers only. 
To dbey them which: have the- rule over you is the 
apoſtle's direction and charge, Hab. xii. 17. So far 
as what he preacheth is agreeable to the word of 
God, you muſt look upon your ſelves as obliged 


, . a or hy phe ee os 


in conſcience to obey; for in ſo doing you obey Mt . 
Chriſt, and manifeſt your ſubjection to him. KA 
blind obedience indeed is no more due to miniſters 7 
than an implicit faith. But when a miniſter keeps 7 al 
within the compaſs of his eommiſſion, teaching his It 
people to obſerve only thoſe things which Chriſt p 
th commanded, he is to be obey'd without re- ®. 
ſerve; and thoſe that are not herein obedient, are 4 
diſobedient to Chriſt himſelf. Let your fruitfulneſs ne 
be abundant, and your profiting appear to all. As you 
will herein honour the Goſpel which you hear, ſo 
you will be a comfort and a credit to him. No- 3 1 
thing can tend more to the encouragement and com- 1 


fort of a miniſter than fruitful hearers, and the ſee- 
ing his pope having a ſtrict regard to the laws Fe 
of Chriſt; To ſee. them walking in truth and Wa = Ti 
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ä 
neſs. This will be the beſt recompence of his la- 
bours which they can give him; and nothing can 
be more diſcouraging than the contrary. For a 
miniſter to wear himſelf out with ſtudy and preach- 
ing, and to ſee little or no fruit of it, muſt needs 
very much ſadden his ſpirit, and weaken his hands. 
If he meets not with the ſucceſs which he deſires, 
he may, indeed, comfort himfelf with this, that 
he ſhall not loſe his reward from the Maſter whom 
he ſerveth: He rewards, not according to ſucceſs, 
but according. to diligence and faithfulneſs. Bur 
yet the unfruitfulneſs of his hearers cannot but be 
a great affliction to him. Let not your unfruit- 
Fulneſs lay him under a temptation to repent of his 
engaging in the work of this day. Let him have 
occaſion to ſay with the apoſtle, 2 Cor. iii. 2, 3. 
Ze are our epiſtle read and known of all men, mani- 
feftly declared to be the epiſtle of Chriſt miniſtred by 
Vim. It were to be waſhed, that you, and all the 
congregations committed to our charge, would be 
1o exemplary for knewledge, for faith, for love to 
God and man, for humility, ſelf-denial, meekneſs, 
Heavenly-mindedneſs, peaceableneſs, for the good 
order and government of your families; that we 
may be able to make our boaſt of you; but above 
all, that we may give an account of you with joy. 
It is not a little encouraging, when our miniſterial 
323 are to acceptance with our people; 

ut it will be a far greater encouragement to us, 
and commendation of them, when their fruitful- 
neſs is manifeſt to all. Py 
Nie is, further, to adminiſter the ſeals of the co- 
venant to you, thoſe wiſe and gracious inſtitutions 
of Chriſt. He is often to adminiſter the Lord's 
ſupper eſpecially, that ſtanding memorial of the 
death of Chriſt, and the means whereby we have 
cCommunion with him in it. And this ſacred in- 
= dirution muſt be frequently obſei ved by you. As 
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preached, ſo neither ſhould they be vacant when 
the other is to he celebrated. Let him find a scady 
and willing e > Ave, go herein. Let thoſe 
of you who have ſubmitted to it, be conſtant in 
a it. And let thoſe of you who have not 
vet ſubmitted to it, ſubmit to it with all conveni- 
ent ſpead. Honour your Saviour and Lord, and 
honour your miniſter, by yeur frequent meeting 
them at chat ſolemnity, It is a ſhame for thoſc 


Who ate advanced in years not to have done it. lt 


may be juſtly wondered at, how they. can neglechi it 
any latisfaction to fheir on conſcienccs. 


to ycars of diſcretion and untertan: Be not 
backward to renew your covenant with God and 
your Saviour. Come and join your ſelves to the 
Lord, and ſubſcribe with your hearts and your 
hands unto your God. Come and put in your claim 
to the bleſſings of the covenant, and engage your 

ſelves to fulfil the terms of it. Come and Clit 


to the yoke of Chriſt, and put your ſelves unde I 
1 5 the 
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che teachings and conduct of his Spirit. Come, 
that you I be ftrengthened and fortify d againſt 
the ſnares and temptations of the world, which will 
aſſaut you moſt ftrongly in your youthful age: 
thut it may be well with you in time and to eter- 
N But I muſt not inlarge, tho? one can hardly 


. 
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e 
tell how to reſtram one's ſelf upon this head. Were 
not complaints in this reſpect fo 1105 chere 
would have been leſs occaſion to ſay ſo much. 
But further, he is to exerciſe that diſcipline amongſt 
you which Jefus Chriſt hath appointed, upon account 


it af that paſtoral relation which he now ſtands in to 
S. you; chat diſcipline which Chriſt has inſtituted muſt 
I, not be neglected by him. To exerciſe this aright, 
y, to exercile it ſo as to anſwer his obligations to 
ES Chriſt, and his own conſcience, will require a great 
ed deal of skill and prudence, and patience in him. It 
a5 is one of the moſt difficult parts of a miniſter's 


work, and which they are under the ſtrongeſt temp- 
zations to be remiſs in. It is a work that 1s not very 
grateful, and which he would be the moſt willing] 
excuſed from, if faithfulneſs to Chriſt and the ou 
of men would allow him. This diſcipline, in ſome 
of the moſt material parts of it, conliſts in watch- 
to ing over the people committed to his charge, which 
zs the foundation of all the reſt. In private warn- 
ings and admonitions: In reproving all diſorderly 
practices; every thing which they obſerve in them 
ro be contrary to the Goſpel rule, and that conſci- 
entious walking which profeſſing Chriſtians ſhould 
be exemplary in: In endeavouring to recover back - 
ſliders out of the ſnare of the devil, and to reſtore 
them again. Do you ſubmit to the diſcipline of 
Chriſt, 12 him not meet with any oppoſition from 
you herein. Be not touchy, or ſtubborn and re- 
our ftractory. Let warnings, and admonitions, and re- 
- 4 ow be well taken by you; let them be regarded 
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e : 
red as deſign'd for the good of your ſouls. In ſub- 
mitting to miniſterial diſcipline you ſubmit to Chriſt 
who has appointed it; and it will be profitable to 
your ſelves. If it be received patiently by you, and 
hath a good effect upon you, you will value it as 
an inſtance of kindneſs and faithfulneſs, and will be 
thankful for it. The treating ſuch dealings with 
reſentment, as it is a ſign of a very bad ſpirit in 
thoſe that do it, ſo it is one of the greateſt trials 
that a miniſter can meet with. It is the way of too 


many to be very impatient under ſuch dealings, and 
to loſe all reſpect for thoſe that are thus faithful to 
them. And ſometimes they will carry it ſo far as 
to deſert chem, and walk no more with them, nay 
eyen to abuſe them. But it hath been often ob- 
ſerved, that perſons of ſuch a temper have been the 
viſible monuments of the divine diſpleaſure. They 
have been either given up to hardneſs of heart, and 
to walk after their own luſts ; or have been blaſted 
in their outward man. And ſometimes God has 

manifeſted his diſpleaſure againſt them both theſe 


Ways. OE 

= We propoſed in the laſt place, to recommend 
ſome things to you, which are incumbent upon 
you with reſpect to one another, as members of the 
ame ſociety, And ſuffer therefore the word of ex- 
hortation in this reſpect alſo. I would the rather re- 
commend theſe things to you, becauſe a great deal 
of your miniſter's comfort, and of your own too, 
Wil depend upon the practice of them. They are 
the commands of Chriſt, and therefore ought to 
de regarded by you. 5 
. . Receive ye one quother. Own each other as fel- 
low Chriſtians, and members of the ſame body, not- 
withſtanding any diſagreement which may be a- 
mongſt you in matters of leſſer moment. Diſown 
none but thoſe whom you have juſt reaſon to think 


that Chriſt diſowns. Refuſe to oyn none that you 


may, 
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(55) 
may; in a judgment of a charity, hope have the 
marks of the members of Chriſt upon them. _ : 
. Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
Walk in love, and be always at peace amongſt your 
ſelves. Let there be an entire harmony among{t, 
you, and no diviſions upon any account. 
Pray with and for each other. Be aſſiſting to one 

another as much as you can this way. Lou all 
need each others prayers, and therefore be not want- 
ing in being helpful to each other therein. 
Exhort one another, and thereby endeayour to en- 
courage and edify cach other. This is as frequently 
injoined as any thing. Exhort one another daily, whilſt 
it is called to day, ſays the apoſtle, Heb. iii. 13. ſo 
chap. x. 24. Let us conſider one another, to provoke 
X wnto love and to good works; exhorting one another. 
Bear ye one another's burdens. Bear with common 
XZ frailties, and infirmities in each other; do not cen- 
*X ſure and aggravate. And endeayour to ſupport and 
encourage cach other under your trials and afflictions. 
Make the caſe of each other your own as much as 
K you can; that you may not be wanting in mutual 
ſupports and conſolation. 

Watch over one another for good. Watch over 


Wy PRE WF. » 53 EY 


%\F 


_— \. 
_ 
_ 


r 8. rn A Bn a ae 


© 5 each other in order to prevent miſcarriages, as much 
1 as may be. One may ſee the ſnares, and temptati- 
ons, and dangers that his brother is * to, more 
than he may ſee them himſelf; and watchfulneſs 
2 8 therefore is very neceſſary. It is neceſſary to your 
: 8 brother's perſonal good, and likewiſe for the ho- 


nour and credit of religion. 

1 = Admoniſh and reprove each other with a ſpirit + 
" Rt meekneſ5, whenever there is occaſion. Do not ſuf- 
fer ſin upon each other. And take it as a chriſtian 


1 5 2 friendly part from each other, whencver it is 
r 12 

* Rejoice in each other's welfare both ſpiritual and 

; temporal. Let there be no appearances of an envi- 
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cus and rele ſpivic —_ you, but account 
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each other's 1 
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vu muſt 


you, 
conform to in obedience to the command of Chriſt. 


Thus act and thus walk; and the God of love and 


1 be al ways with you. 


1 cannot better cloſe than With the Words of the 


The.'God of peace, which bought 
3 zhe Lord 


21, Which 1 ſhall leave with 


ain from 


Foſus Gbrißt, bo great Shepherd of 


me ſheep, through the blood of the be. rt couenant, 
malte 


E in every good work, working 


in you 


you 
that which is.wellepleafing in his ſight: To whom: be 


glory for euer and ever. Amen. | ws 
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